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Management
Team
Denise Buthion,
Director
(405) 842-5325
dbuthion@nicholshillsumc.org

Remember to sign
your child in and out
daily-required by
DHS. Thank you-

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
New Year’s Day-TLC closed
First day of spring session 2017
Martin Luther King Day-TLC closed
Spring Break-TLC closed
Summer Session Enrollment
School Pictures
Good Friday-TLC closed
Last day of spring session
Memorial Day-TLC closed
First day of summer session
Fall enrollment
Independence Day-TLC closed
Last day of summer session
TLC work week-TLC closed
First day of fall session
Labor Day-TLC closed

January 2
January 3
January 16
March 13-17
March 20-24
March 23
April 14
May 26
May 29-June 2
June 5
June 19-23
July 4
July 28
July 31-August 4
August 7
September 4

January Birthdays
Whit Woolbright

1/4

Miles Morey

1/4

Jude McGuigan

1/18

Colt Butler

1/19

Aubrey Trotter

1/20

Lydia True

1/22

Henrietta Dockendorf

1/23

Toneeka Smith*

1/23

Yamilex Longoria*

1/24

Noah Shults

1/28

Tausha Davison*

1/31

Weekly Specials Spring 2017
Mondays

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays

Children’s Chapel 9:45
Munchkin Music 10:15

Amazing Athletes* 10:30
Children’s Chapel 2:45

Art Lessons
Amazing Athletes

*cost extra $40 monthly

same

.Tippi Toes Dance* 10:30

Art Lessons 10 a.m.
*Children’s Chapel

*cost extra $35 monthly

*Chapel is for 3 yrs & up *Chapel for 3 yrs & up
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Tippi Toes
Tippi Toes offers positive, fun dance classes for girls and boys ages 1.5 – 10 years
-old! Our mission: to develop a love of dancing in children by creating a positive
experience that promotes healthy living habits, helps build self-confidence, and a
love for others.
Fall classes at TLC will be on Mondays from 10:30-10:55 a.m. Tuition is $35 per
month. There will be a May dance program, too!
To enroll, please go to www.tippitoesdance.com/oklahoma-city and follow the instructions to enroll!

Amazing Athletes
Amazing Athletes is an introduction into the basic fundamentals and mechanics of nine different sports
and focuses on self-confidence, practicing teamwork, and improving seven key areas of motor development. Young children need guidance in building their balance, agility, strength training within a noncompetitive, learning-based environment. Each class will focus on two different sports
and incorporate activities proven to increase children’s overall cardiovascular fitness,
muscle tone, hand-eye coordination, reaction time and more! Teaching children life skills
through sports is FUN! Classes are $40 a month and lessons are each Thursday and now
a class on Fridays, too. The program is for Zebras, Jaguars and Cheetahs. This program
is a year round activity. Enroll today for just $20 (enrollment fee) and get your tee-shirt for
Amazing Athletes.

Music Classes
Your monthly tuition includes Music class on Wednesdays. Each week we have Miss Andrea
from Munchkin Music bring her expertise to the Cubs (infants) through Cheetahs (4 year olds.)
All of the children enjoy their music time. We have a program in May to share what the children
have learned. Each month we send out songs, finger plays and key concepts that Andrea is
working on with the children. Watch for this information each month in an email. Drop by to see
the children in action. It is quite fun!

Focused Portfolios
Our staff uses a process of documentation called “Focused Portfolios” to record children’s growth and
development. Through photographs, anecdotes and children’s work samples, teachers put together a
visual account of each child’s accomplishments. This process recognizes and celebrates that all children
develop at different rates and with various strengths. Collections are completed in fall and spring and are
kept in a folder for the year, after which the portfolio becomes a keepsake for the child and family. This
collection is a representation of your child as an individual with distinct interests, background, skills and
desires. We will offer family conferences twice a year to share these special collections and to celebrate the accomplishments of your child. Families are invited to participate in this portfolio collection process in whichever special way you choose. Here
are some suggestions:
 Create a photo collage of your immediate or extended family
 Write about a special family event or trip and include a photo
 Share how your child’s name was selected
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Monthly Fire Drill
Our last fire drill was conducted December 23, in the morning. The children
exited the building in less than two minutes. They
all go straight to the BIG outdoor playground.
Teachers take attendance and talk to the children
about the process so they can learn about safety.
Each class practices going to our tornado shelter
(downstairs) monthly as well. Make sure you practice what

ART CLASSES
Our art instructor, Ms. Heather, will continue her instruction with the children each week. The Monkeys and Zebras will have their lessons on Tuesdays and the Jaguars
and Cheetahs will be on Fridays. We are really enjoying
their creative experiences. Thank you all for your contributions to the projects!

ART SHOW
Our fall Art Show display continues to bring
smiles to our faces and
our visitors. The children see how much we
value their work and it
gives them pride about
their abilities. Thank
you for continuing to
support TLC in all of the little
things we do. Those little
things make a difference in
children’s lives.

Christmas Gifts
Children’s Chapel Time
Our children are enjoying their time
learning about God in our Sanctuary
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays. We have a prayer, song
and quick Bible story. As part of the
Nichols Hills United Methodist Church’s mission we are
committed to leading children into faith for the transformation of the world. Tuesdays and Thursdays our
chapel time is 2:45-3 p.m. and Wednesdays we have
chapel 9:45-10 a.m. Families are always welcome to
join us.

The Learning Center staff wants to thank
you all for your generosity and thoughtfulness this Christmas. We felt very loved and
appreciated by you all. Every one enjoyed
the meals, cookies, sweets, gifts, flowers,
gift cards and on and on. We are fortunate to
work here and blessed to serve our families.
Thank you, one and all, for the many lovely
and thoughtful gifts this Christmas!

Services at Nichols Hills United
Methodist Church
We invite all families to our church services on Sundays. There is an 8:30 a.m. and a 10:50 a.m. service. Sunday school is typically 9:45 to 10:30. Child
care is available. Our music, choir and sermons are
very much the antidote for a hectic life. Please join
us. For more information call the church 842-1486.
See you then!

IMMUNIZATIONS must be kept current. Bring an updated
shot record to school following vaccinations. Thank you!
JANUARY 2017
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Recycle plastic bags

DID YOU KNOW. . .

The Learning Center uses
many plastic bags for soiled
clothing or diapers. If you shop
and have extra plastic bags we
would love to take them off your
hands. Bring one – bring a bunch. We
appreciate them all. Thanks!

Staff Development & Training
You may be interested in
knowing that last year our
staff attended 598 hours
of training. This number
does not include college
hours attended. These
598 hours were earned by 17 of our staff
members. We exceeded the DHS requirement
(20 hours per person) by a long shot. Our goal
is to earn 30 hours or more each year. This is
just the kind of commitment that this staff has
made to grow and learn best practices for our
children.

"In my native country of Sweden, people live by the
old Scandinavian saying, 'There's no such thing as
bad weather, only bad clothes,' and dressing for the
weather is akin to a national sport. This is especially
true when it comes to children, who are expected
and encouraged to play outside regardless of the
weather. Although Sweden is spared from tornadoes, hurricanes and extreme heat, winters can be
brutally long and the rainfall epic. Rather than waiting for the weather to improve (which could potentially lead to long-term hibernation), harsh or unfavorable conditions usually mean business as usual
in Sweden. And yes, kids still play outside – spring,
summer, fall, winter," writes Linda McGurk, aka the
Rain or Shine Mamma.
McGurk believes that children who spend time outdoors year round...






Become resilient
Experience the uniqueness
each season
Are physically active
Are prepared for challenging conditions
Learn to find joy in nature

of

Source: ExchangeEveryDay 12/23/16
Seeing to it that a youngster grows up believing not just in the
here and now but also in the grand maybes of life guarantees
that some small, yet crucial, part of him remains forever a child.
- Anne Cassidy

Happy Work Anniversary Miss Mary
We are so fortunate to have the opportunity to recognize Miss Mary Proctor on
her work anniversary at The Learning Center. January 6, 2007 she joined the
program as an infant teacher. Her ten years here have provided us with wonderful continuity in the infant room. Each month when her children have their
birthday she makes a wonderful sign that is special and unique for just that
child. She is such a joy to work with and we appreciate her gentle ways very
much. Thank you Miss Mary for all your contributions to make our program so
special.

JANUARY 2017

5

January 2017
2

3
Closed
For
New Year

9
American
Cheese &
Wheat Thins
16

Potpourri of
Choices

6
Fruit cups
& veggie
Straws

Tortillas w/
Cream cheese

11

17
Cheerios &
Craisins

18
Veggie Straws
& juice

Goldfish &
Fruit cups

25
26
Animal Crackers
Tortillas &
& yogurt dip
Cream cheese

24
Wheat Thins
& Pickles

30

5

10
Granola bars &
Pudding cups

Closed for
MLK Day

23

4

12

Go Gurts &
graham crackers

Carrots &
Ranch Dip

19

Apples &
Cheese stix

13
Goldfish crackers
& pickles

20
Pretzels &
Hummus

Ham
Roll-ups

27
Fruit snacks
& Nilla Wafers

31
Cereal bars
& apple juice

Cheerios
& Craisins

Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)
Our Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) will meet
January 11 in the Parlor at 1:45 p.m. This group
typically meets the second Wednesday of each
month. Any family members who wish to participate are welcome to join us. The PAC will serve
as feedback for the management team, help to
distribute information, assist with special celebrations and so on. We would welcome your input as to how to involve
families in our program or any other suggestions. So far the communication has improved with your help. Your involvement is always appreciated! The following people who represent the classrooms are:
Cubs— Marina Williams
Pandas—Mary Fitch
Monkeys—Jillian Murphy
Zebras— ??
Jaguars—Jennifer Akin
Cheetahs—Sarah Lausen
Paige Woolbright (Chair)
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INCLEMENT
WEATHER PLAN
Please watch for OKC school closings when we have ice or snow.
Nichols Hills United Methodist
Church will come up as closed when
this plan is in effect. Watch the main
news channels 4, 5, or 9 to see the
list of closings. We will text and
email you all to the best of our ability. The phone line should have a
message declaring a snow day as
well. When in doubt you may always
text your teacher, home room rep or
Denise. We hope to eliminate any
confusion or inconvenience when
the inclement weather arrives. It
looks like it is going to be an active
winter weather wise. Let us know if
you have any questions.
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Tuition Schedule effective August 8, 2016

Monthly Tuition
(Two day minimum, all ages)

Monday
$117
Examples:

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
$150

$117

$150

Friday
$117

Monday, Wednesday, Friday = $351
Tuesday, Thursday = $300
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday = $651
Any combination of days based on availability.

Other Fees:
 Enrollment Fee (per session) $75 - 1st child; $15 - less each additional child
 Supply Fee
Included in enrollment fee.
 Drop In Rate
$35 per day Monday / Wednesday / Friday
$45 per day Tuesday /Thursday (upon availability)
 Late Pick Up
$1 per minute, per child.
 Returned Check Fee
$25
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