
Prayer and Study Guide 
Daily Scripture Readings — 6/17/18 

 

Prayer - Use this prayer to begin your time with God each day. 
Lord of all Creation, when you made us you made us very good. You have generously given us the gift of your beautiful creation, and 
you have called us to partner with you  

to care for everything and everyone whom you have created. Help us live in right relationships with you, each other, and all of 
creation. We pray in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Monday – Read Genesis 1:1-2; 2:4-9; and Ezekiel 37:1-10:. Made with a Mission. In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the 
heavens, 5 ... no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon 
the earth, and there was no one to till the ground… God made humans with a mission or a vocation to join God in caring for and tending 

to the garden which God had made. From the very beginning, God intends to partner with human beings in helping with creation. 
How is God calling you to partner in God’s works of creation? Similar to the bodies in Ezekiel 37, God breathed Wind/Breath/Spirit 
into the man, and he became a living being. God is the Potter who forms us and gives life to us. As you pray, thank God for giving 
you life. 
 

Tuesday – Read Genesis 2:10-14; Ezekiel 47:1-12; and Revelation 22:1-5. The Rivers. The gift of life for all creation comes from the 
garden only as a gift from God. As the passage in Ezekiel suggests, the river is a sign of life and a source of food and healing, and in 
the dramatic vision of Revelation 22:1-5, the river of the water of life is also a source of food and healing for the nations. Our God is 

the giver of life and hope, and a river can be a symbol for the way God intends to work through our lives. Like a river, God pours 
blessings into our lives that pass through us and bless others. As you pray, ask God to bless you so that you can pass those blessings 
on to people in your lives. 
 

Wednesday – Read Genesis 2:9, 15-17. Permission and Prohibition. God’s first speech to humans does not center on God’s place in 
the world, but focuses instead on the humans, their place and role, and the gifts they are given. God gives permission for an 
incredible range of freedom for the people. God only gives one prohibition. God expects us to be obedient and gives us the 

opportunity to trust God and recognize and honor the boundaries that God gives us.  God gives us the freedom and responsibility to 
make choices between good and evil. Will we choose to trust and honor the God who created us, or will we attempt to be our own 
gods and seeking to gain autonomy from God? In what areas do you face similar decisions today? Ask God for the clarity and 
wisdom to make wise choices.  
 

Thursday – Read Genesis 2:18-20 and John 14:15-16. God is a Generous Delegator. God saw that it was not good that the man was 
alone. The man needed a helper, a partner,  

a companion. A helper should not be considered subordinate to the man. Jesus called the Holy Spirit an Advocate which also means 
Helper. In a somewhat humorous scene, none of the animals God creates will be a suitable partner for the man. And yet, as God 
creates all of the animals, God delegates the work of naming the animals to the man. God is a generous delegator who includes us in 
God’s works of creation. As you pray, consider some of the tasks God has delegated to you to share in God’s works of creation. 
 

Friday – Read Genesis 1:26-27; 2:21-23. Made for Each Other. God made the woman and the man for each other. In 1706, preacher 
Matthew Henry wrote that Eve was “not made out of [Adam’s] head to top him, not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but 
out of his side to be equal with him, and near his heart to be beloved.” The man is less than what he was before God removed his rib, 

and yet humankind has become more than it was. The story does not depict a “birth” of the woman from the man, as if the man’s 
creative powers were now in focus. The man was in a deep sleep. Rather, we see that God is was working creatively. The helper is 
called woman and recognizes the sameness and difference in humanity but in no way implies authority over the woman. Thank God 
for the way men and women are made for each other. 
 

Saturday – Read John 2:24-25. One Flesh. The man and woman become one flesh. The man and the woman share the same nature and 
are both made in the image of God. Leaving one’s parents implies marriage, and like two trees who grow together over time, the man 

and the woman retain their individual identities while also becoming one together. However, this does not imply that to be truly 
human, one must be married. As you pray, spend some time thanking God for the gift of marriage and the gift of singleness. 
 

Lectionary Readings: I Samuel 15:34-16:13; Psalm 20; II Corinthians 5:6-17 Mark 4:26-34. 
 

Access this Prayer and Study Guide at www.nicholshillsumc.org. 


