
 

Sermon Notes 
 

Following at a Distance – Matthew 26:57-58 - 57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house 

the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest; and 
going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end.  
 

The Great Sanhedrin - Mark 14:55-59 - 55 Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for testimony against Jesus to 
put him to death; but they found none. 56 For many gave false testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. 57 Some 
stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and 
in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59 But even on this point their testimony did not agree.   
 

Silent before his Accusers - Mark 14:60-61 - 60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? 
What is it that they testify against you?” 61 But he was silent and did not answer.  
 

Silent Before his Accusers - Isaiah 53:7 - 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is 

led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  
 

I AM - Mark 14:61-62 - Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Jesus said, “I am; and 

‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’“ 
 

The Verdict - Matthew 26:65-68 - 65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has blasphemed! Why do we still need 
witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What is your verdict?” They answered, “He deserves death.” 67 Then they spat in 
his face and struck him; and some slapped him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”  
 

Fear of False Teaching—Matthew 23:1-3 - Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses’ seat; 3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach.  
 

Fear of What Others Will Think 
 

Economic Fear - Matthew 21:12-13 - 12 Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, 
and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves. 13 He said to them, “It is written,  

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’; but you are making it a den of robbers.” 
 

Peter Denies Jesus - Matthew 26:69-75 - 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You 

also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” 71 When 
he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of 
Nazareth.” 72 Again he denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to 
Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not 
know the man!” At that moment the cock crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will 

deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.  
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Things I would like to remember from today’s sermon:  _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______ 


